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SEQR RESOLUTION 

BBL BARNETT LLC PROJECT 

 

A regular meeting of City of Rensselaer Industrial Development Agency (the “Agency”) was 

convened in public session at the office of the Agency located in the City of Rensselaer City Hall located 

at 62 Washington Street in the City of Rensselaer, Rensselaer County, New York on January 23, 2023 at 

4:15 p.m., local time. 

 

The meeting was called to order by the (Vice) Chairman of the Agency and, upon roll being called, 

the following members of the Agency were: 

 

PRESENT: 

 

Michael Stammel Chairman 

John DeFrancesco Vice Chairman 

Andrew Kretzschmar Secretary 

Ray Stevens Member 

 

ABSENT: 

 

William Bulnes Member 

 

AGENCY STAFF PRESENT INCLUDED THE FOLLOWING: 

 

John J. Bonesteel Chief Executive Officer/Treasurer 

Madeline Rizzo Executive Assistant 

A. Joseph Scott, III, Esq. Special Agency Counsel 

Shannon E. Wagner Special Agency Counsel 

 

The following resolution was offered by Kretzschmar, seconded by Stevens, to wit: 

 

Resolution No. 0123-2 

 

RESOLUTION ACCEPTING THE DETERMINATION BY THE CITY OF 

RENSSELAER PLANNING COMMISSION TO ACT AS LEAD AGENCY FOR THE 

ENVIRONMENTAL REVIEW OF A PROJECT FOR THE BENEFIT OF BBL BARNETT 

LLC PROJECT AND ACKNOWLEDGING RECEIPT OF THE NEGATIVE 

DECLARATION BY THE PLANNING COMMISSION ISSUED WITH RESPECT 

THERETO. 

 

WHEREAS, City of Rensselaer Industrial Development Agency (the “Agency”) is authorized and 

empowered by the provisions of Chapter 1030 of the 1969 Laws of New York, constituting Title 1 of Article 

18-A of the General Municipal Law, Chapter 24 of the Consolidated Laws of New York, as amended (the 

“Enabling Act”) and Chapter 235 of the 1974 Laws of New York, as amended, constituting Section 903-c 

of said General Municipal Law (said Chapter and the Enabling Act being hereinafter collectively referred 

to as the “Act”) to promote, develop, encourage and assist in the acquiring, constructing, reconstructing, 

improving, maintaining, equipping and furnishing of commercial facilities, among others, for the purpose 

of promoting, attracting and developing economically sound commerce and industry to advance the job 

opportunities, health, general prosperity and economic welfare of the people of the State of New York, to 

improve their prosperity and standard of living, and to prevent unemployment and economic deterioration; 

and 
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WHEREAS, to accomplish its stated purposes, the Agency is authorized and empowered under the 

Act to acquire, construct and install one or more “ projects” (as defined in the Act) or to cause said projects 

to be acquired, constructed and installed, and to convey said projects or to lease said projects with the 

obligation to purchase; and 

 

WHEREAS, BBL Barnett LLC, a New York State limited liability company (the “Company”), 

submitted an application (the “Application”) to the Agency, a copy of which Application is on file at the 

office of the Agency, which Application requested that the Agency consider undertaking a project (the 

“Project”) for the benefit of the Company, said Project consisting of the following: (A) (1) the acquisition 

of an interest in a certain parcel of land containing approximately 6.52 acres located at 11 Forbes Avenue 

and 20 Forbes Avenue (tax map nos. 133.77-3-1; 133.69-1-2; 133.-3-7) in the City of Rensselaer, 

Rensselaer County, New York (the “Land”), together with eight (8) pre-existing historic mill-buildings (the 

“Facility”), (2) the reconstruction, renovation and rehabilitation of the Facility, and (3) the acquisition and 

installation therein and thereon of certain machinery, equipment and other tangible personal property 

(collectively, the “Equipment”) (the Land, the Facility and the Equipment being collectively referred to as 

the “Project Facility”), all of the foregoing to be owned and operated by the Company as a mixed-use 

facility containing approximately 78,286 square feet of space for market-rate residential apartment space 

and 19,996 square feet of commercial space, and any other directly and indirectly related activities; (B) the 

granting of certain “financial assistance” (within the meaning of Section 854(14) of the Act) with respect 

to the foregoing, including potential exemptions from certain sales and use taxes, real property taxes, real 

property transfer taxes and mortgage recording taxes (collectively, the “Financial Assistance”); and (C) the 

lease (with an obligation to purchase) or sale of the Project Facility to the Company or such other person 

as may be designated by the Company and agreed upon by the Agency; and 

 

WHEREAS, by resolution adopted by the members of the Agency on August 22, 2022 (the “Public 

Hearing Resolution”), the Agency authorized a public hearing to be held pursuant to Section 859-a of the 

Act with respect to the Project; and 

 

WHEREAS, pursuant to the authorization contained in the Public Hearing Resolution, the Chief 

Executive Officer of the Agency (A) caused notice of a public hearing of the Agency (the “Public Hearing”) 

pursuant to Section 859-a of the Act, to hear all persons interested in the Project and the financial assistance 

being contemplated by the Agency with respect to the Project, to be mailed on September 15, 2022 to the 

chief executive officers of the county and of each city, town, village and school district in which the Project 

Facility is to be located, (B) caused notice of the Public Hearing to be posted on September 15, 2022 on a 

bulletin board located at Rensselaer City Hall located at 62 Washington Street in the City of Rensselaer, 

Rensselaer County, New York as well as on the Agency’s website, (C) caused notice of the Public Hearing 

to be published on September 16, 2022 in The Record, a newspaper of general circulation available to the 

residents of the City of Rensselaer, New York, (D) conducted the Public Hearing on September 26, 2022 

at 4:00 o’clock p.m., local time at Rensselaer City Hall located at 62 Washington Street in the City of 

Rensselaer, Rensselaer County, New York, and (E) prepared a report of the Public Hearing (the “Public 

Hearing Report”) fairly summarizing the views presented at such Public Hearing and caused copies of said 

Public Hearing Report to be made available to the members of the Agency; and 

 

WHEREAS, pursuant to Article 8 of the Environmental Conservation Law, Chapter 43-B of the 

Consolidated Laws of New York, as amended (the “SEQR Act”) and the regulations (the “Regulations”) 

adopted pursuant thereto by the Department of Environmental Conservation of the State of New York 

(collectively with the SEQR Act, “SEQRA”), the Agency has been informed that (A) the City of Rensselaer 

Planning Commission (the “Planning Commission”) was designated to act as the “lead agency” with respect 

to a study area consisting of approximately 75-acres of land in the northwest portion of the City of 

Rensselaer (the “Study Area”), (B) the Planning Commission on March 12, 2018, accepted a draft generic 
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environmental impact statement (the “DGEIS”) prepared with respect to the Study Area which analyzed 

and evaluated potential environmental impacts equally with social and economic factors associated with 

the conceptual development of the Study Area, (C) the Planning Commission on August 13, 2018 adopted 

a Findings Statement relative to the DGEIS (the “Findings Statement,” a copy of which is attached hereto 

as Exhibit A) including specific conditions or criteria under which future projects could be undertaken or 

approved within the Study Area, and (D) the Planning Commission issued a Negative Declaration on 

January 9, 2023 (the “Negative Declaration”), a copy of which is attached hereto as Exhibit B, determining 

that the acquisition, construction, reconstruction, renovation and installation of the Project Facility was (1) 

located in the Study Area, and (2) a “Type I action” which was adequately addressed in the Findings 

Statement and will not have a “significant effect on the environment” and accordingly, that an 

environmental impact statement is not required to be prepared with respect to the Project (as such quoted 

terms are defined in SEQRA); and 

 

 WHEREAS, pursuant to SEQRA, the Agency has received and reviewed: (A) the environmental 

assessment form attached to the Application(a copy of which is attached hereto as Exhibit C), (B) the DGEIS, 

(C) the Findings Statement, and (D) the Negative Declaration (hereinafter collectively referred to as the 

“Reviewed Documents”); and 

 

 WHEREAS, the Agency now desires to make a written findings statement relative to the Approved 

Project, as required by Section 617.11(c) of the Regulations; 

 

NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED BY THE MEMBERS OF CITY OF RENSSELAER 

INDUSTRIAL DEVELOPMENT AGENCY, AS FOLLOWS: 

 

Section 1. Based upon a review of the Reviewed Documents, the Agency hereby makes the 

following findings and determinations: 

 

(A) The Agency hereby accepts the designation of the Planning Commission as “lead 

agency” with respect to the Project for purposes of SEQRA; 

 

(B) The Agency acknowledges receipt of the Reviewed Documents; and  

 

(C) The Agency hereby determines that the Agency has no information to suggest that 

the Lead Agency was incorrect in adopting the Reviewed Documents. 

 

Section 2. Based upon consideration of the Findings Statement and a review thereof conducted 

by the members of the Agency at this meeting, the Agency hereby (A) concurs with the Findings Statement 

and (B) adopts the Findings Statement attached hereto to support the Agency’s decision to proceed with the 

Project. 

 

Section 3. The Agency hereby further finds and determines that: 

 

 (A) The Agency has reviewed the Findings Statement and has considered the relevant 

environmental impacts, facts and conclusions disclosed in the Findings Statement; 

 

 (B) The Agency has weighed and balanced the relevant environmental impacts identified 

in the Findings Statement with social, economic and other considerations; 

 

 (C) The Agency has reviewed the Act, the Application and the Reviewed Documents, 

and based on said materials, the Agency finds no compelling reason not to proceed 

with the Project; 
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 (D) The requirements of SEQRA have been met with respect to the Project; 

 

 (E) Consistent with social, economic and other essential considerations, from among the 

reasonable alternatives available, the Project minimizes or avoids adverse 

environmental impacts to the maximum extent practicable; and 

 

 (F) Consistent with social, economic and other essential considerations, adverse 

environmental effects revealed in the Findings Statement will be minimized or 

avoided to the maximum extent practicable, by incorporating as conditions to any 

decision made by the Agency those mitigative measures identified as practicable in 

the Findings Statement. 

 

Section 4. In consequence of the foregoing, the Agency hereby makes a determination to 

proceed with the Project. 

 

Section 5. The Chief Executive Officer of the Agency is hereby directed to (A) send a copy of 

this Resolution to each entity identified by the Lead Agency as an “involved agency” with respect to the Project 

(as such quoted term is used in SEQRA), and the Company, and (B) place a copy of this Resolution in the file 

of the Agency. 

 

Section 6. This Resolution shall take effect immediately.  

 

The question of the adoption of the foregoing Resolution was duly put to a vote on roll call, which 

resulted as follows: 

 

Michael Stammel VOTING AYE 

John DeFrancesco VOTING AYE 

Andrew Kretzschmar VOTING AYE 

William Bulnes VOTING ABSENT 

Ray Stevens VOTING AYE 

 

The foregoing Resolution was thereupon declared duly adopted. 
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EXHIBIT A 

 

FINDINGS STATEMENT 

 

- SEE ATTACHED - 
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EXHIBIT B 

 

NEGATIVE DECLARATION 

 

- SEE ATTACHED – 
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EXHIBIT C 

 

ENVIRONMENTAL ASSESSMENT FORM 

 

- SEE ATTACHED - 
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